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Children’s Connection 2009

Justine Bendickson, Longfellow Middle School, 7th GradeSofia Adao, Longfellow Middle School, 7th grade

Owen Nguyen, Spring Hill Elementary, 2nd GradeKelly Kane, Spring Hill Elementary, 2nd Grade

Elizabeth Xu, Longfellow Middle School, 8th Grade

Welcome
Dear Readers:

This week, the McLean Con-
nection turns over its pages to
the youth and students.

We asked principals and
teachers from area schools
to encourage students to
contribute their words, pic-
tures and photos for our an-
nual Children’s Issue.

The response as always
was enormous. While we
were unable to publish ev-
ery piece we received, we
did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling
of the submitted stories, po-
ems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other
works of art.

We appreciate the extra
effort made by school staff
to gather the materials dur-
ing their busy time leading
up to the holidays. We’d also
like to encourage both
schools and parents to mark
their 2010 calendars for
early December, the dead-
line for submissions for next
year’s Children’s Connec-
tion. Please keep us in mind
as your children continue to
create spectacular works of
art and inspiring pieces of
writing in the coming year.

The children’s issue is only
a part of our year-round
commitment to cover educa-
tion and our local schools. As

always, the Connection wel-
comes letters to the editor,
story ideas, calendar listings
and notices of local events
from our readers. Photos
and other submissions about
special events at schools are
especially welcome for our
weekly schools pages.

Our preferred method for
material is e-mail, which
should be sent to mclean@
connectionnewspapers.com,
but you can reach us by mail
at 1606 King Street, Alexan-
dria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

Editor Kemal

Kurspahic



4  ❖  McLean Connection  ❖  Children’s Connection  ❖  2009 - 2010 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Children’s Connection 2009

‘Oh the Places You’ll Go …’
Ten years from now.

By Cici Sobin

Cooper Middle School, 8
th

 Grade

W
here will I be, say, 10 years from now?
That’s a question every member of today’s
youth seems to ask.  I have always gone

from dream to dream: I’ve wanted to be an Astronaut,
Animal Cop, and at the moment, a Bariatric Surgeon,
or Photo Journalist.  Just 10 years from now I will be
23 and just graduated from college.  The economy,
hopefully, will have improved and finding an intern-
ship will not be as challenging as it seems to be today.

For me I want to be able to help the world .  A
Bariatric Surgeon helps those who are exces-
sively overweight to slim down.  I know of
several people whose lives have been dramati-
cally improved when they have gotten sur-
gery to reduce their weight.  Obesity is an ex-
treme problem in the U.S., especially today.  I
want people to be able to help people get their
lives back on track, and do the things that we
all take for granted. Like spending time with
your kids in the backyard, walking man’s best
friend, and being out in public without every-
one automatically judging you.  This surgery
can increase your life span and decrease your
chances of obesity-caused illnesses.

If my dream of being a Bariatric Surgeon
is unrealistic, which some say it is, or even if
it changes, I have backup.  For the past two
years I have been a member of Ms. Farrell’s
journalism class at Cooper Middle School.  I
hope to continue my interest of Photo Jour-
nalism throughout high school and build on
the many skills I have already gained.  Work-
ing for National Geographic, or like my good
friend’s mother, Cristina Mittermeier, work-
ing with Conservation International, would
be a dream come true.  I love being with
animals and being surrounded by nature.
Photography is one of my favorite hobbies.
So being able to take pictures of the things I
love would be a blast.  I know there is a lot
of hard work, and if I want rare pictures, a
long, long, wait.

I am sure that whatever I am doing I will love it.  I
am getting a fantastic education at Cooper Middle
School, and cannot wait for next year, wherever I
may be.  I am determined to continue journalism
and to have a great high school experience with it.
In addition, I do and always will love science, whether
it is biology, or chemistry.  Learning is something I
enjoy and I know that in 10 years, when I am look-
ing for a job, when life is serious, all that I’ve learned
will pay off.  I owe a lot to my mother who pushes
me to succeed, and to my older brothers who not
only tell me how much my mother’s advice will pay
off,  but share their knowledge of the world with
me.  In 10 years, no matter what, I will be happy,
and prepared for whatever comes next.

Spring Hill Elementary School

Letters to Writers

See Letters from Spring Hill,  Page 6

Dear William Wordsworth,
“…and then my heart with pleasure fills,
and dances with the daffodils.”
Thank you for writing “Daffodils” and showing me the beau-

ties of this world, which I took for granted. No matter how busy
or painful life may be, I now know that the “daffodils” in this
world exist as symbols of hope and joy.

I have been blessed with a loving family and community, a
good education and lots of friends. Overall I am a very happy
person.  But the misery of less fortunate people has always af-
fected me. This summer our family vacation was in India. There
I saw family warmth and loving relationships. However there
also were some pitiful sights that have haunted me since. Chil-
dren in rags begging in the streets; women with hungry babies,
praying for their next meal, with no place to live, no money, and
no food. This poverty broke my heart. Why does this happen?

A few days after that, I was up early and joined my dad for the
Morning News.  I saw men in handcuffs; people breaking the
law; honest citizens, becoming victims of criminals. This bothers
me. Why do criminals exist? Why do crimes happen?

One of my schoolmates has lost a mother to cancer. My sister’s
friend on her soccer team has lost a parent. I have never met any
of my Grandpas. They died before I was born. Why does death
occur? Why doesn’t God stop death from happening?

I have asked myself these things over and over again, but I
have never been able to find an answer.

Not until I read “Daffodils.” The poem showed me that God
has created “daffodils” to help us overlook the unpleasant things
in the world. If we just step aside from day to day struggles and
look at the natural beauty of, not just flowers, but the many bless-
ings around us, we will feel uplifted and inspired. If we all feel
more inspired the world will become a better place.

Once again, thank you for writing “Daffodils” and giving me
hope for the world to become a better place. As I go forward in
life, I will not take blessings for granted. Writing a poem prob-
ably could not win wars, but it has definitely changed the view
of one twelve year old - me. I now want to help people wake up
and see our beautiful world, with our “daffodils.”

Sincerely,
—Ananya Suri, Grade 6

 Dear Rebecca Stead,
I’ve always thought that a kid couldn’t make any change in the

world. I’ve been taught that we should leave the decisions up to
adults, that eleven year olds like me should just be docile, and
never put up an argument. You book, “First Light,” changed my
way of thinking forever.

“Be seen but not heard,” that’s what I’ve listened to my entire
life. Four years ago my brother died in a vehicular accident. He
was a year older than me, but we were as close as you can be.
Ever since his death, I’ve been meek, and silent about what I
believe. But when I read about Thea standing up to the council,
even though she, like me, had gone through the terrors and hope-
lessness of loss, I realized something. I realized I couldn’t just be
the poor little girl whose brother died. I could speak out; I could
emerge from the safe chrysalis I had woven around myself. I
could be one of the raindrops that helped fill up a bucket, chang-
ing what must be changed. I’ll look upon the world not as a scary
place, but as a place of wonder and creation.

When a puppy is born, its eyes don’t open until it is three weeks
old. First Light helped me, after eleven years, open mine and see
the world on a whole new way.

Thanks,
—Bevy Daniel, Grade 6

Dear Bill Watterson,
When I was younger, I always wanted to speed through my

life.  I felt that I needed to get ahead, and that better things were
waiting for me in the future.  But when I read a collection of
your comic strip, “Calvin and Hobbes,” my life was changed irre-
vocably.

As I read your small stories, I noticed a similarity between me

Madi Schuman, Longfellow Middle School, 7th
grade

If you Believe It, It Will Happen
By Katie Storch

Cooper Middle School, 8th Grade

E
veryone has doubted themselves at one point
in their life whether it involved a sport or any
daily activities that you may be involved in.

When you are at team championships for basketball,
lacrosse, or any other sport, your coach doesn’t say,
“We might lose!” they normally say, “Let’s win this!”

I am a competitive swimmer and before I get on
the blocks to race I don’t think about losing. I nor-
mally try and convince myself that I can do this. Be-
lieving in yourself is a big part of life but just be-
cause you say that you can do it doesn’t mean that it
will just magically happen. You can’t just skip a week
of practice and go to the meet or game and expect to
do amazing just because you think you will, you have
to work hard to be successful but you also have to
believe you can be successful.

When I believe in myself I start to feel more confi-
dent in myself. Confidence is the key (for me) in things
like sports, presentations and even tests but you should
get the confidence from being prepared. If you are
prepared and work hard then you should be able to
feel confident about most of the things you do.

When you believe so hard that you can do some-
thing and you fail then you get very disappointed in
yourself, this is one of the down sides of it. You have
to work hard now to be successful in the future.

Confidence and believing in yourself is a good thing
because it means you have been working hard and
preparing in the past so you can be so successful in
the future. My parents have told me that if you be-
lieve it, it will happen but I always try and convince
them that that is not always the way things work:
You also have to be prepared, focused and deter-
mined.
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New student Applications for Enrollment for Fall 2010
Due by Tuesday, February 2nd

Visit our web page: www.gfump.org

GREAT FALLS UNITED METHODIST PRESCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE DATES:

January 22th and January 25th

• Classes for 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, Pre K, K-Enrichment
• Morning and afternoon half-day sessions
• Highly experienced and qualified teachers
• Low student-teacher ratio
• Children’s chapel
• Music
• Creative Movement
• Lunch-bunch option
• Summer camp

Call for an
Appointment

(703) 759-2432

GameTruck® is a complete video game party brought
to your doorstep. Our expert Game Coaches manage
your party while you relax. The gamers enjoy a large
library of the most popular multiplayer video games in
the climate controlled comfort.

www.viennafloors.com

Celebrating 25th Anniversary

703-938-3160

A HAPPY & PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!
Our Thanks to Our Customers for
Their Support Throughout 2009.

We Look Forward to Serving
Your Flooring Needs in 2010.

25th
Anniversary

Children’s Connection 2009

 Jung Woo Son, Spring Hill Elementary School, 6th Grade

Haycock Elementary School

Alone
Alone,
Alone in my bed,
Alone in the dark,
Alone with nothing to see,
Alone with no one to comfort

me...
Alone with only the monsters

under my bed,
With only the dreadful dread,
That I’m alone in my bed.
— Devon Wood-Thomas, 5th

Grade

Superdog
Once there was a dog named

Superdog.  He lived in the city with
his owner, Jack.  One day, while
Superdog was eating breakfast, he
asked for more because he can
talk.  But there was no answer.  He
asked again.  But still there was
no answer.

 Superdog poked all around the
house.  He could not find Jack.
Then he heard Jack say, “Help!!!
Help!!!” Super dog can hear very
far away.  So he followed the
sound.  When he arrived, he saw
one of the bad guys was holding
Jack’s arms.  Superdog is so strong
he pushed the one holding Jack.
Superdog ran really fast and put
the bad guy in a cage.  The bad
guy landed in it.  Jack locked it.
He did the same thing to the other
one.  Then Superdog took Jack
and flew off into the sunset.
Superdog asked what happened.
Jack said, it’s a long story.

—Alex Glassman, 2nd Grade

Dear Friend,
Today is Thanksgiving! Many

thanks to you for being my friend.
Have you ever taken anything for
granted? I have. But today, I real-
ized that. I made a list of things I
used to take for granted, but now
I appreciate.  Do you want to see
this list? Well, here it is :

I’m thankful for …
❖ Both of my parents having

jobs
❖ Having caring friends I can be

with
❖ Clean, fresh, air from trees
❖ Water that’s clean and takes

away my thirst
❖ Having such a good, caring,

and kind brother
❖ Such a good education
❖ Having good and youthful

health,
From your thankful friend,
— Anna Zhang, 4th grade

The Snowman
Out in the snow,
a snowman stands
facing the wind,

its scarf blowing wildly.
The snow stops.
Children come out to play.
The snowman watches,
hoping to play too.
Suddenly,
he heard a sound.
“Hello,” the voice said.
The snowman turned around
and saw another snowman!
“Hi, um, do you want to play?”

he asked.
“Certainly!” the other snowman

cried.
So they played
until it was sunset.
“Goodbye!” said the snowman.
“Let’s play tomorrow again!”
—Ashley Lin, 4th Grade
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MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

and Calvin.  Calvin obviously wanted to speed
through his childhood so he could go on to do “big-
ger things.”  So did I.  When I first started reading
the comics I just thought of it as a humorous theme.
But then, realization struck me like lightning.  Calvin
and I were both wasting our lives!  Your comics made
me realize that I only get one childhood.

Little kids may think that being an adult is so much
better because of the responsibility.  But the respon-
sibility isn’t as fun as it seems.  Parents don’t have
someone to wait on them for every meal.  Their dirty
clothes don’t magically re-appear clean every week.
They’re the ones that worry about where the money
comes from.  Responsibility means work. Childhood
is a fun time of innocence!

What I’m trying to say is that Calvin really taught me
to slow down and smell the roses.   Your comics made
me realize that childhood is a one-shot thing.  So thank
you, and may God bless you in the years to come.

Sincerely,
—Jack Posey, 6th Grade

Dear Wilson Rawls,
No matter how hard I tried, I couldn’t seem to get

over the loss of my grandfather. I was only five years
old when he died. I couldn’t understand what had
happened. I felt he had just disappeared. As I got
older I felt deprived and I thought it was unfair; I
hadn’t been able to spend enough time with him. In
reading your book “Where The Red Fern Grows” I
understood how Billy felt when Little Ann and Old
Dan died; losing someone you love is devastating.

Your book showed me that all living things have
to die, but their spirits live on. The day my brother
was born was the day my grandfather became very
sick. He got worse and worse all year until right be-
fore my brother’s 1st birthday when he passed away.
My brother barely knew him, but as he grows older
he becomes more and more like him. People who
knew my grandfather well keep saying how much
my brother is like him. They say how much my
brother, like my grandfather, likes to do magic tricks,
be the center of attention, and show off in things
like ice skating.  I miss my grandfather a lot, how-
ever my brother kind of carries on his spirit just as

in your book the red fern showed that Little Ann and
Old Dan’s spirits lived on.

By reading “Where The Red Fern Grows” I learned
that although all living things must die, their spirits
won’t die with them. Thank you for showing me that
even though someday everyone has to die, if you keep
them in your hearts they’ll always be there.

 Sincerely,
—Jessica Selig, 6th Grade

Dear Jerry Spinelli,
Leo comes across a “star person” one day and he is

confused by her actions.  For me, I come across a
“star person” in your book and find the true meaning
of popularity.

Your book, “Stargirl,” found its way to me through
my sixth grade reading assignment.  At first, I judged
it by its cover by calling it a “chick flick”.  Then, as I
read, I found my hands glued to the book and my
eyes in an orbit around its pages.  Stargirl’s actions
showed me that being popular does not always have
to do with money or physical fitness; all you must do
is to be yourself.

Usually I am pretty bold, but lately I have been
trying to become “one with the crowd”.  Whether
Stargirl was looking at “fillers”, eating anchovies, or
singing happy birthday, people always called her
weird.  However, she wasn’t.  She was just being her-
self—simply different.  Different is not always bad.
In Stargirl’s case, I thought she was unique.

I also connect with Leo.  This year, I am president
of my school.  I originally ran for president in an at-
tempt to be popular—it didn’t really work.  But since
reading your book, I have been doing my duty as
president.  I think Leo also attempted to become more
popular by creating “Hot Seat,” just as I did by run-
ning for president.

Your book has really helped me to see the light.  I hope
that someday I will come across another “star person”,
and he, or she, will give me another pair…of “wings”.

Sincerely,
— John Bucy, 6th Grade

Children’s Connection 2009

See Writing to Writers,  Page 7

From Page 4

Letters from Spring Hill ES

Hana
Kontrec,
Spring Hill
Elementary,
5th Grade
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Preschool & Kindergarten
Open House

Saturday, January 23   10 AM – 12 Noon

OBSERVATION
MORNINGS: 8:15 A.M.
Thursday, January 14
Thursday, February 4
Thursday, March 4
Thursday, April 22

INFORMATION
EVENINGS: 8:00 P.M.
Wednesday, January 13
Wednesday, February 3
Wednesday, March 3
Wednesday, April 21

Dear Ms. Hale,
Appearances can be deceiving. How easy it has

been for me to think that my older sister has had it
so much better than me. Before I read your book,
“Princess Academy,” I felt like my sister had so many
more advantages than I did. Reading your book got
me to look at my life from a different perspective.

When I read about when the Academy girls came
home for the celebration and decided to start teach-
ing Marda and some of the other villagers some of
the things they learned at the Academy, I felt like
Marda. She was the sister who did not go to the Prin-
cess Academy. That’s how I felt when I was in sec-
ond grade and my sister was in fourth grade and she
got to go see a play at the Kennedy Center with my
mom. When I found out I was not going, I was dev-
astated. My mom told me that she would bring me
to a play when I was my sister’s age. I never got to
go to one though. After reading your book, I started
thinking that the reason my sister got to see the play
is because she read the book “Little Women” and she
was dying to see the play. I now realize the reason I
never went was because I never read a book that
was made into a big time play, or there was never a
play that I was dying to see. I learned that she did
get an advantage, but one that I would have also
gotten if that happened to me.

“Princess Academy” taught me that my sister
doesn’t have any more advantages than I do and I
should appreciate my advantages rather than think-
ing about what other people have that I don’t. Thank
you for helping me learn that lesson.

Sincerely,
— Gabi Navarro-Bowman

Dear Tony Abbott,
Your book, “Firegirl,” is an excellent example of

real life situations, especially among middle school
students.  Some students can be very cruel and won’t
even know how deeply they hurt the person they
pick on.  If only the tragic incident didn’t happen to
Jessica Feeney, when the car was on fire and she was
trapped inside it.

Your sad story made me realize that I should not
judge other people by their appearance.  Everyone
should be treated equally.  I think somehow I have
similar characteristics with Tom Bender.  I always
try to be friendly to everyone no matter if he/she
looks different or not, and to make them fit in.  We

Children’s Connection 2009

From Page 6

Writing to Writers

Chieri Higa,
Longfellow
Middle
School, 8th
grade

are both able to dare to be different.  Even though, it
might change our relationships with others.

Firegirl showed me how people at school in reality
can be very mean sometimes.  I understand that it
doesn’t matter to me if I am burned like Jessica.
Everyone can still be my friend.  This book has
changed my life by giving me the strength to become
friends with anyone who is being picked on even if it
means changing my relationships with my other
friends.

Sincerely,
—Justin Nguyen, 6th Grade

Dear John Grogan,
Can an animal death have the same impact as a

human death? Maybe, my grandfather died when I
was 5, which was 6 years ago. When I read your
book “Marley A Dog like No Other” I was reminded
of my grandfather.

My grandfather and I used to have a lot of fun. He
would take me out to an ice cream shop and we would
have our ice cream and talk for a long time. We had
many precious memories, one of my favorite memo-
ries was, “doctor,” I would play a patient in the doctor’s
office and he would be the doctor, since in real life he
was. When the day came that we found out he had
lung cancer we flew to India immediately. When we
arrived my grandmother told us that his cancer was
at a very late stage and that he wasn’t going to make
it. The whole family cherished that last week. Your
book “Marley A Dog like No Other” made me realize
that god has a time and place for everyone. When
Marley had problems walking, you had to carry him,
I thought of my grandfather just lying on the bed not
being able to do anything. When Marley died, I was
devastated; many memories of my grandfather came
to me. One example would be when we were talking
and I would finish my chocolate ice cream and ask for
another one and he would tell me I would get sick
and then we would actually have to play “doctor” for
real. That day when my grandfather left the world
will always be with me, but I realize now that it was
god’s time and place for him.

Each animal has a unique personality, which is why
you could be able to love it so much, like a human. If
you love an animal or human and they love you back,
but then they die. The impact is the same the feelings
are the same, and the emptiness in your heart is the
same. Your book “Marley A Dog like No Other” made
me realize god has a time and place for everyone.
Sincerely,

—Pritha Sandell, Grade 6
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The Best in Senior Living

703-243-4300
Call Today

• Rents Starting at $950
• All Utilities Included
• And Just Two Blocks from Ballston Metro
• Frost-Free Refrigerator
• Underground Garage Parking
• Spacious Kitchens and Bathrooms
• Wellness Programs
• Full-Time Social Services Coordinator
• Prices are Subject to Change

4300 N. Carlin Springs Road, Arlington, VA 22203

Offering
Starting at 55 years

THE CARLIN

Autumn
By Jackson Kemeny

Longfellow Middle/8
th
 Grade

T
he leaves shimmer
and sparkle as they
drop to the ground.

The dazzling colors you can’t
miss. All the trees form a
wonderful show every year.
A tall steeple pokes out of the
trees and stretches for the
sky while the threatening
clouds come over.  From the
air the land is painted red and
yellow and from earth you see
the leaves float down streams.
On the water you see the re-
flection of the sky and still
frogs taking their last bath
until next spring.  The hiber-
nation of the trees is happen-
ing and in the water by the
woods you can see some rocks
and small branches.  After
viewing the final show of
leaves their stunning color
makes me follow a path and
there I see hundreds of leaves
stretched in one row colored
from yellow to black.  I sigh
then I leave the woods, until
next autumn.

By Jane Lee

 Churchill Road ES, 5
th

 Grade

I
 know that gifts are often ob
jects that you can touch and
see. However, I think that

those are not the best people can
give for a gift because I can do
better than that. The best I could
do is to express the feelings of how
much I like the person. In other
words, I can give them the feeling
of how I feel about them. Express-
ing feelings doesn’t show just how
much you like that person but it
also shows how much you care
about them.

Showing feelings is very differ-
ent from just giving out objects.
Giving objects-you never know if
they really mean to give it to you.
It could have been that their mom
told them that they had to give you
a gift. You can’t really tell if that
person has been acting just be-
cause they wanted some party
time (not saying in a bad way).

Children’s Connection 2009

The Best Gift
I Could Give

Expressing your feelings-you
can really tell if you really like the
person and if you care for them.
For example, for Mother’s Day, I
could give my mom some seeds
and tell her that it wouldn’t really
be what she’s been expecting, but
that the size of the seed is the size
of the earth and that the size of
the fully grown plant would be the
amount of love and the care that I
give her.

I really don’t need just toys and
expensive objects for presents. All
I need is a letter or note that ex-
presses how much the person
cares for me and likes me. I would
consider that as the best gift ever.

The best gift ever-the showing
of the feeling of how much the
person cares for me and likes me
is the best thing that I could think
of as a gift. So, if you are reading
this essay, know that the next time
you give someone a gift, it doesn’t
have to be an object.
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Northern Virginia’s ONLY
Quaker High School
(Grades 9-12)

“Helping students reconnect

to their innate love of learning

by nurturing their Inner Light”

For an appointment to visit our school
please visit our website, www.afriends.org,

or call us at 703-461-7222
3830 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304

FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE

Serving the entire Metro area

 “Celebrating
320 years of

Friends education
in America based on

Quaker values–dependable
guideposts for uncertain

times”.
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The Joy is in the Journey
By Mary Long

Cooper Middle School, 8
th

 Grade

W
e all have dreams; hopes and aspirations,
goals that we set for ourselves. And I be
lieve that at first, our initial purpose is to

actually follow through and complete these goals.
But unfortunately, so many people tend to abandon
any goals that they may have set for themselves. If
you ask me, this happens because the goals that we
once thought of as amazing and wonderful aspira-
tions are later thought of as “silly” and “unrealistic”
in our oh-so mature and grown-up minds. While I
understand and can relate to this situation, I’m de-
termined not to forget the goals that I set as a child
or a teenager just because I’ve grown up. Sure, some
goals I’ve set for myself may be insanely and utterly
ridiculous, but that doesn’t mean that they’re not
worth the journey one takes to reach them.

I like to look at goals like a marathon: the path one
takes to complete a goal is just like the track you travel
on a cross-country course as you train for a mara-
thon. It takes hard work and dedication, but at the
end, when everything’s said and done and you’ve com-
pleted your goal, it’s just like running across the fin-
ish line after a 26.2 mile race. You feel relief and lib-
eration—not to mention exhaustion—but at the same
time exhilaration and pride and blissfulness at the
mere thought of everything you’ve just accomplished.

I have plenty of things that I want to accomplish
in my lifetime. And while I wouldn’t necessarily call
these things “goals,” they all are very important to
me. You see, sometimes I like to sit down and just
think about where I’m going to be in ten, twenty,

maybe even thirty years. It’s so hard to even imagine
myself at any age older than I am right now, but once
I do, I start to enjoy it. It’s pretty interesting to just
stop and ponder about what my future may hold,
and what God has in store for my life.

After I’ve graduated college (and maybe even law
school), my thinking is that I’ll take a break from edu-
cation and whatever else for a while, and start a res-
taurant with my best friend, Charlotte. Being a res-
taurateur is my absolute dream job because it involves
so much friendly interaction with people. Albeit there’s
some unfriendly interaction too, but hopefully not on
my part! Charlotte and I have the whole thing planned
out, and while we both know that not all of it is going
to come true exactly as we’ve pictured, we still both
have so much fun thinking about our future job!

I’ve been told too many times that by starting a
restaurant you can either make a lot of money, or
lose a lot of money. But for me, it’s not about that.
Sure, it’d be nice to be considered “successful” by
society’s means, but as long as I’m fairly comfort-
able, I’m good. My main thing is that I don’t want to
be on any particular business path just for the money;
I want to be there because I enjoy myself, and be-
cause when I’m working it doesn’t feel like a job.

Of course, there are more things that I see myself
doing in my future: running for office, living by the
beach, selling my own album, and writing a book.
Now who knows if any of them are going to actually
come true? I don’t, but I do know that I am going to
try to do all of them, and as of right now, that’s good
enough for me. After all, “the joy is in the journey,
not in the journey’s end.”
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Our Lady of
Good Counsel School

Established 1957

Developing character,
faith and life-long learners
in the Salesian tradition

We have been providing a
quality Catholic education
for over 50 years...

www.olgcschool.org

Find out why
OLGC School is
the right choice

for your children.

Open House,
January 31, 2010,

10 am - 1 pm.
See website for details.

8601 Wolftrap Rd.
Vienna, VA 22182

703.938.3600

Full Day Grades K-8

Nationally recognized
for academic excellence

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

 Assemblies of God
  Arlington Assembly of God...703-524-1667

  Calvary Gospel Church...703-525-6636

Baptist
Bon Air Baptist Church...703-525-8079
McLean Baptist Church...703-356-8080

Buddhism
The Vajrayogini Buddhist Center

202-331-2122

 Churches- Catholic
St. Agnes Catholic Church...703-525-1166

Cathedral of St Thomas More...703-525-1300
Our Lady of Lourdes...703-684-9261
Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic

703-979-5580
St Ann Catholic Church...703-528-6276

St. Charles Catholic Church...703-527-5500

Church of Christ
Arlington Church of Christ...703-528-0535

 Church of God- Anderson, Indiana
Church of God...703-671-6726

 Churches-Episcopal
St Andrew Episcopal Church...703-522-1600

St George   Episcopal Church...703- 525-8286
St Johns Episcopal Church...703-671-6834
St Mary Episcopal Church...703-527-6800

Churches-Episcopal
St Michael S Episcopal Church

703-241-2474
St Paul Episcopal Church...703-820-2625

St Peter’s Episcopal Church...703-536-6606
St Thomas Episcopal Church...703-442-0330

Trinity Episcopal Church...703-920-7077

 Churches Lutheran(ELCA)
Advent Lutheran Church...703-521-7010
Faith Lutheran Church...703-525-9283

German Lutheran Church...703-276-8952
Resurrection Lutheran Church...703-532-5991

Churches Lutheran(Missouri, Synod)
Our Savior Lutheran Church...703-892-4846

Churches-Nazarene
Arlington First Church of

 the Nazarene... 703-525-2516

Church- Brethren
Church of The Brethren...703-524-4100

Churches-Baptist
 Arlington Baptist Church...703-979-7344

  Cherrydale Baptist Church...703-525-8210
  First Baptist of Ballston...703-525-7824
  Mt. Zion Baptist Church...703-979-7411

Churches -Baptist-Free Will
  Bloss Memorial Free Will

Baptist Church...703-527-7040

Churches- Presbyterian
Arlington Presbyterian Church...703-920-5660

Church of Covenant ...703-524-4115

To highlight your Faith Community call Karen at 703-917-6468

DAILY EUCHARIST:
Weekdays
Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM & 8:30 AM
Saturday, 8:30 AM

SUNDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM
1:30 PM Spanish Liturgy
5312 North 10th Street
Arlington Virginia 22205
Parish Office: (703) 528-6276

PARISH WEBSITE:
www.rc.net/arlington/stann

All Are
Welcome!

Clarendon Presbyterian Church
703-527-9513

Little Falls Presbyterian Church
703-538-5230

Trinity Presbyterian Church...703-536-5600
Westminster Presbyterian ... 703-549-4766

Churches- Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington

703-892-2565

Churches-United Methodist
Charles Wesley United Methdist

...703-356-6336
Calvary United Methdist...703-892-5185

Cherrydale United Methodist...703-527-2621
Chesterbrook United Methodist

...703-356-7100
Clarendon United Methodist...703-527-8574
Community United Methodist...703-527-1085
Mt. Olivet United Methodist...703-527-3934

Trinity United Methodist...703-356-3312
Walker Chapel United Methodist

...703-538-5200

Churches- United Church of Christ
Bethel United Church of Christ

...703-528-0937
Rock Spring Congregational

United Church of Christ...703-538-4886

Metaphysical
 Arlington Metaphysical Chapel

...703-276-8738

Presbyterian Church
in America Churches

Christ Church of Arlington...703-527-0420

Synagogues - Conservative
 Congregation Etz Hayim...703-979-4466

Synagogues - Orthodox
Fort Myer Minyan...703-863-4520

Chabad Luvavitch of Alexandria-Arlington
...703-370-2774

Synagogue - Reconstructionist
Kol Ami, the North Virginia

Reconstructionist Community
... 571-271-8387
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The Most Valuable Lesson: ‘Let It Be’

Maggie Dunlap, Longfellow Middle School,
8th Grade

See Lesson,  Page 11

By Rosie Brock

Cooper Middle School, 8
th

 Grade

S
ometimes the contrast between my old life and
my new life seems so foreign, almost like a
distant dream- fading from my memory before

it even has time to completely register. My whole
childhood was a sheltered one, hidden away from
all the garbage that makes the “real world” such a
harsh reality. Growing up under the hot Florida sun,
I spent my time swimming and playing make-believe
with my friends.  My small private school was al-
most like a slightly dysfunctional but still loving fam-
ily, close-knit and familiar since birth. Of course my
life wasn’t perfect, but somehow throughout my en-
tire early childhood I maintained a complete inno-
cence.

However, all this changed when I was 13, a sixth
grader who was half finished with her first year of
middle school. It all started when I read a letter
(which was supposed to remain secret) and found
some startling news.  At the end of the school year,
my family and I would be moving away from every-
thing I knew and loved, to Northern Virginia.

The summer was an array of moving vans and
goodbyes. Once in Virginia, the rest of the break sped
by like a blur. Finally it was the first day of school,
basically the most nerve-wracking day of my life. My
stomach was filled with butterflies and my palms
were sweaty, a mixture of fear and excitement ran
through me.  The first month was hard, I’m not go-
ing to lie - I’d gone from about twenty kids in a grade
to two-hundred teenagers.  Having been so innocent
my whole life, the reality of this new situation was

rather shocking at times. The language, “bad kids,”
and just being new to the area threw me off balance.
At home everyone was under pressure, looking for
jobs, and dealing anxiety, thinking that maybe this
move wasn’t for the best.

As my first year of living in Virginia drew to a close,
I felt slightly changed as a person. That little girl
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Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

CravensNursery.com

Major credit cards accepted

SINCE 1973

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

New Truckload TALAVERA

60,000 POTS 35% TO 75%
OFF ALL Trees & Shrubs

Ask cashier for details

Buy 1 at Regular Price
Get 2 FREE

25% OFF
BONSAI, ORCHIDS, CACTI, PERENNIALS

Hand Painted Mexican Pottery

From Page 1

Lesson on Balancing School Work, Social Life
Children’s Connection 2009

from Florida just wasn’t here anymore,
someone else… older and less naïve, had
taken her place.  The year had taught me
so much, about how family sticks together,
friendships, and something even more im-
portant. I realized that as I had been trying
to live my life, I was actually trying to con-
trol every single aspect of it. Everything had
to be perfect or I couldn’t deal with it. I had
to look perfect, get perfect grades, and over-

all, never mess up. I was so afraid of look-
ing stupid that I guarded myself from
people. Since being shy is already one of
personality traits, I can’t afford to be ex-
tremely guarded.

Over the summer I started to get frus-
trated with myself, tired of trying to fit in
with the crowd and always get everything
right. The more pressure I put on myself,
the more miserable I became. Don’t get me
wrong - I had a relatively fun summer, but

in the back of my mind there was always
that little voice putting me down.

Eight grade began, and I could feel the
pressure building each day. Balancing
schoolwork and my social life was a chal-
lenge. If I felt ugly or just depressed, I
skipped school.  This whole pattern was be-
ginning to run my life, and frankly I started
to become my own worst enemy. One morn-
ing I woke up, looked in the mirror and de-
cided that I was through with living my life

like this. Everything just suddenly seemed
so much simpler; I realized that everyone -
from supermodels to civilians, have flaws.
Once I learned to accept myself for who I
am, other problems didn’t seem like such a
big deal. It sounds somewhat cliché, but the
most valuable lesson I’ve learned so far is to
“Let it be.” You just have to let the little things
go, relax, and move on.  No longer is that
critical voice in my head running my life,
instead I control my destiny.
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Soren Mohayheyh and  Hayley Murnan demonstrate
teamwork in art class and how ‘amazing things can be
made when you try hard.’

Sara Monian and Katherine Gallo work on their bill
project during Civics class. This is one of Cooper Middle
School’s 8th graders biggest project of the year.
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John Etherton, Garret Snare, Jordan Jopez, Luke Kohli,
Andrew Wong, Palavi Prayaga, Tory Robinson, Nicole
Ravas work on their English in the Cooper Library,
which is a central part of students’ learning at Cooper.
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Steven Hintz and Senorita Della Gatta work together to
answer Steven’s question. Cooper Middle School stu-
dents and teachers work together to overcome prob-
lems with wise solutions on a daily basis.

Clay Olsen completes his Spanish and science home-
work in QST.
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Cooper Life in Pictures

Cooper Middle School

Amanda Lund, an eight grader at Cooper Middle School,
begins writing a message on the chalkboard in Mrs.
Baber’s drama class. Although the chalkboard’s really
meant for writing down homework, Cooper students
love to write on the board just for fun and leave goofy
notes to their friends.

Spring Hill ES Gallery

Kandan Lai, 2nd Grade
Ji Hyun Bak, 5th Grade

Martha Holler, 1st Grade Erin Wilkie, 6th Grade

Katie Herman, 5th Grade Andy Ricketts, 2nd Grade

“Lonely Day”
The loneliness came from the yard
Silent as can be
Skies went from blue
To gray
Storms coming
I am just lying there
Under a blanket
Still some chill
But I have forgotten that
I’m just waiting to see
The sun in the distance

 — Josephine McCarron, fifth grade

A Farmer
A farmer plowing
Lonely fields with his
Tractor, looks east then west
Seeing acres of uncut corn
He looks at the sky and
Sees the sunset
It looks like a blooming flower
And then it’s
Dark

 — Trent Goodwin, fifth grade

 Storm of the Century
On the pier
I felt the loneliness.
Then I see the waves
And thunder
Coming down.
Then my heart starts pounding
Like a drum.
A message appeared
In my mind
To run
Like thunder.
I will hope
It is not like this
Tomorrow

 — William Wright, fifth grade

“Heaven’s Gate”
I lay on a hill
And wonder.
I think
What will happen? When I die.
Then I see
Birds
One is going in circles.
The others
Are flying away.
Will I stay in one place or
Will I go to a better place?
But
I have more time
Than you think.

 — Aaron Coopersmith, fifth grade

Haycock Poems
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Priscilla’s Pilgrim
Journal

September 1, 1620

Dear Diary,
‘Tis fearsome in England because the King

is after us!  We go out every day just to see
if the King of England is coming after us.  I
think ‘tis tiresome doing it but I cannot tell
Mam or Father because children are not to
be heard but to be seen.

Father and Mam are worried that the
King is going to find out that we are sail-
ing to Holland.  We are all packed up
and going to Holland.  Truth be told, I
never went on a ship before so I’m fear-
some.

Love, Priscilla
  — Sophia Goodliffe , Second

Grade

Humility’s Pilgrim
Journal

October 6, 1620

Dear Diary,
‘Tis tiresome sailing on the Mayflower.  I

don’t think I could stand one more day of
it!  But just then, I heard a cry for help.
“Man overboard!!” someone yells.  He kept

Joshua De Filipps, Spring Hill Elementary School,1st Grade

yelling and yelling.  “Help!”  Finally two
sailors come and they yell, “Hold on lad!”
They pull him up.  He was sick and cold
but still alive.

After that, someone spilled a chamber pot
and it was rank.  One fortnight later, the
Speedwell got a leak.  The captain refused
to move on, and we sailed back to England

twice.  We decided that some would stay in
England and the others piled on the May-
flower.  We started to sail to the New World.
Mrs. Hopkins had a baby on the ship and
named him Oceanus.  We sailed to the new
land together.

Love, Humility
— Joseph Nazarian, Second

Grade

Wrestling’s Pilgrim
Journal

November 26, 1621

Dear Diary,
‘Tis Thanksgiving!   We have been pre-

paring food for Thanksgiving.  The Indians
brought five deer for the feast.  We played
lacrosse and tug-o-war.  Baby Peregrine died
before the festival.

The Thanksgiving feast lasted three days.
There were ninety Indians and only 51 Pil-
grims because half of them died during the
winter.

I was fair excited to play lacrosse.  We ad
plenty of food for the festival.  We ate tur-
key, deer, and fish.  The food was good.  I
am proud to be here in America.

Love, Wrestling
 — Patrick Oh, Second Grade
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Heidi Herbst, DDS
Howard Mitnick, DDS

Nooshin Monajemy, DDS

Sterling, VA

703-444-3710
www.sterlingVAsmiles.com

•Bleaching   •Special Needs Patients
•Nitrous Oxide   •Cosmetic Restorations 
•Wi-Fi Available   •IV Sedation Available

Pediatric & General
Dentistry

Dental Care with
The Gentle Touch!

Children love our
entertainment

center with
video games

and Wii

NEW! LASER procedure for fillings.
Many pediatric patients can be

treated without novocaine!

Join Us for an Evening of Romance and Passion

The Fairfax Symphony Orchestra
invites you to attend the

2010 Valentine Pops Gala and Silent Auction

Amore!
Friday, February 5, 2010
Hilton McLean Tysons Corner

6:30 pm – Silent Auction and Cocktail Reception

8:00 pm – Dinner

9:30 pm – Fairfax Symphony Orchestra in concert,
featuring Robert Petillo, tenor, and Jeanine Thames, soprano

Tables of 10 available for $3,000, $5,000 and $7,500.
Individual tickets available for $300 each.

R.S.V.P. by January 22, 2010 • Black Tie Optional

info@fairfaxsymphony.org

The Fairfax Symphony Orchestra Board of Directors
and the 2010 Valentine Pops Gala Committee

Children’s Connection 2009

Marshall High: Invitation To Dream Big

Cappies

Review

Pictured, from
left, are Alli
Rosenbluth,
Mojan
Nourbakhsh-
Mohammadi,
Hanna Rak,
Kat Porcell,
Whitney Wu
and Amir
Noorbakhsh in
Marshal High’s
‘Peter Pan.’
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By Leila Goldstein

McLean High School

W
ith the stress of college accep-
tance or entering the workforce
on the minds of many high

school students, it can often feel as if they
are being forced to grow up too soon. But
George C. Marshall High School’s soaring
“Peter Pan” brought its audience swooping
back into the joys of childhood with a pro-
duction that passed high school standards
with flying colors.

Marshall chose to stage the
original Broadway version from
1954. Just as the Lost Boys view
life in a simpler way, this pro-
duction also seems unconcerned

with the political correctness of its depic-
tion of native Americans, the appropriate-
ness of kidnapping and shooting at children,
and the taboo of smoking peace pipes. The
story unfolds in its traditional telling, in
which the Darling children follow Peter Pan
to Neverland, gliding through confronta-
tions with the Indians, lost boys, and the
terrifying pirates.

One of the most impressive elements of
the show was the flying. That’s right,
Marshall high school’s technical crew oper-
ated a complex rigging apparatus and per-
formers sang and danced through the air

while harnessed to steel cables. This aspect
reflected Marshall’s dedication to the com-
plexities of a show. Instead of watering
down the production for a younger audi-
ence, Marshall enhanced it, choosing the
difficult, the challenging and the intrigu-
ing.

Peter Pan gleamed with the unabashed
confidence of a little boy. Ellen Chapin left
behind her teenage girl mannerisms and
flew into those of a rascally boy with a
clumsy gait, oversized smiles, and, of
course, raucous croaks. She beautifully
belted out showstoppers even while danc-
ing, running through the aisles and flying.

Wendy (Meara O’Malley) was both wide-
eyed and authoritative, youthful and moth-
erly. She was especially endearing when she
had to leave Peter for her old life, showing
her mixed emotions through her pained
expression and limp body. Scott Anderson
delivered a slightly nontraditional, some-
what aloof and whimsical portrayal of Cap-
tain Hook, along with a convincing accent
and an admirable singing voice.

Tiger Lily (Allie Rosenbluth) commanded
attention with her strong stance and loud
whoops. Her dance skill was apparent
through her impeccable pirouettes and low
crouches. Slightly’s (Orla Conway) perfor-

mance was more than just slightly impres-
sive as she took on a small role with the
utmost energy, interacting with the other
Lost Boys with boyish slaps and tussles.

All of the ensemble members, the Lost
Boys, Indians, and the Pirates, should be
commended for their commitment, almost
always onstage and working with the diffi-
culties of group choreography. While lag-
ging in energy during the third act, overall,
the cast delivered enjoyable performances
for the whole family, eliciting squeals from
small children and laughs from adults.

Besides the flying, Marshall’s technical
crew did an excellent job with the demands
of the set. They created a British nursery,
trees that actors entered and exited from,
the Lost Boys’ underground home, and a
pirate ship over six feet tall. Even with the
burden of building sets for multiple loca-
tions that had to be moved on and off stage
during the performance, the crew still
added intricate detail.

Marshall’s delightful production surely
took a high school audience away from their
thoughts of SATs and GPAs, back to the
ABCs. While not everyone can pronounce
as proudly as Peter Pan that “I won’t grow
up,” this production had the captivating
quality of childhood fantasies and encour-
aged its audience to dream big for the fu-
ture and know that the sky is the limit.
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SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web-site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials

ST. AUGUSTINE, JACKSONVILLE, AMELIA ISLAND, FLORIDA, FEB. 21–27 ..$599
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 6-Nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast, 1
Lunch, 3 Dinners, Sightseeing—Call our office for a trip itinerary!

SAVANNAH FOR ST. PATRICK’S DAY MARCH 14–18..............................................$949
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 4-Nights Hotel in Historic District, Daily
Breakfast, 1 Lunch, 3 Dinners, Reserved Seating on Parade Route, City Tour, Tybee Tour,
Parties and Fun!

WOLF SANCTUARY OF PENNSYLVANIA, MARCH 27–28......................................$239
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 1-Night Hotel in Lititz, PA, Dinner &
Breakfast, Full Moon Tour with the Wolves & Day Tour with Wolves. A unique experi-
ence for animal lovers!
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When There Is
Nothing Else To Do…

By Alina Kuznetsovski

Longfellow Middle School/8
th

Grade

Paint the sky red instead of blue,
Invent a pig that says “moo.”
Scare children by saying “boo.”
Visit a hotel with a nice view,
Sneeze out a bunch of goo
Sing along with Winnie the Pooh
Sail a ship with a pirate crew,
Make a flute out of bamboo,
Look at the baboons in the zoo,
Get a completely random tattoo,
Return a book that’s overdue,
Travel to and from Timbuktu,
Take a ride on a kangaroo,
Get a black belt in Kung Fu,
Start a new brand of shampoo,
Make up a story that’s completely un-

true,
When someone sneezes, say “Bless you!”
Change your name and move to Peru,
Build a brick wall and attempt to walk

through,
Does that answer your question of

“What to do?”
Live Life to the Fullest

Megan Ganley, Longfellow Middle School, 8th
Grade
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EmploymentEmployment

CHESS TEACHERS

PT Independent Contractor Chess Teachers 
Needed for Elementary Schools! Teaching 
and chess playing experience are required as 
is the reliability to work 1-4 days a week in 
after-school chess programs in Fairfax and 
Loudoun counties, January - June. Pay is $25 
per hr. + mileage. Paid training and all teach-
ing supplies are provided. Serious inquiries 
only, you must have reliable transportation.
Please email resume with relevant experience 
to peter@snowschessacademy.com or mail 
hard copy to Snow's Chess Academy, P.O. 
Box 489, Herndon, VA 20172

CHURCH SECRETARY
Providence Baptist Church, McLean is look-
ing for an experienced church secretary.
Microsoft Office Suite exp. necessary with 
knowledge of Microsoft Publisher & Power 
Point a must. Light bookkeeping duties  and 
organizational  skills   necessary  as  well  as 
desire to serve in a Christian environment.
Salary $34K plus benefits. Office hours are 
Monday-Friday from 9:30 – 4:30. Interested 
candidates should submit resume to Sheila 
Farthing at sfarthing@providencetoday.org
or fax to 703.893.0950.

INSIDE SALES
1 position available for inside sales. 
Wed-Sun, Commission, &  advance-

ment to management possible. 
703-817-0220 ext.115  Ask for Jon

MED-FIRST URGENT CARE

Needs (1) Full-time or Part-time office 
Manager (prefer experience and medical 

background).  (2) Part-time Medical 
Assistant/Medical Receptionist.  

Please fax resumes to:  703-503-1154 
or Call: 703-503-1112

Medical Office Insurance Clerk

Immediate FT opening in busy pediatric 
office in Fairfax, M-F, 9-5. Please call 

703-691-7992 or fax resume
703-691-4791.  

Seeking Professionals
Looking for energetic, self motivated and 

professional individuals with 1 year 
phone experience. Call 703-817-0220 

ext.127

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. Email
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

By Cate Chapin

Fall makes me think of my birthday
My birthday makes me think of Hallow-

een
Halloween makes me think of candy
Candy makes me think of pumpkins
Pumpkins make me think of trick or’ treat-

ing
Trick or’ treating makes me think of cos-

tumes
Costumes make me think of the Monster

Mash
The Monster Mash makes me think of

friends
Friends make me think of school
School makes me think of tests
And tests make me think of Fall

Fall
By Boyoung Zhao

Fall makes me think of leaves
Leaves make me think of trees
Trees make me think of fruit
Fruit makes me think of food
Food makes me think of meat
Meat makes me think of turkeys
Turkeys make me think of Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving makes me think of holidays
Holidays make me think of Halloween
Halloween makes me think of decorations
Decorations make me think of pumpkins
Pumpkins make me think of squash
Squash makes me think of vegetables
Vegetables make me think of harvesting
Harvesting makes me think of Fall

Fall Poem
By  David Chao

Fall makes me think of trees,
Trees make me think of leaves,
Leaves make me think of acorns,
Acorns make me think of squirrels,
Squirrels make me think of turkeys,
Turkeys make me think of thanksgiving,
Thanksgiving makes me think of holidays,
Holidays make me think of Halloween,

Children’s Connection 2009

Drawings by John McClorey, 5th Grade, Our Lady of Good Counsel.Olivia Hsu, Longfellow Middle
School, 7th Grade

Fall Makes Me Think of …
Poetry from Spring Hill Elementary 5th graders.

See Poetry,  Page 19

Halloween makes me think of pumpkins,
Pumpkins make me think of pies,
Pies make me think of food,
Food makes me think of parents,
Parents make me think of cars,
Cars make me think of research,
Research makes me think of first grade,
First Grade makes me think of projects,
Projects make me think of science,
Science makes me think of KIC,
KIC makes me think of School,
School makes me think of fall.

I Am Poem
 By Emily Jane Bush

I am hyper and sweet
I wonder if the world can be changed
I hear the wind whispering
I see spirits frolicking against mortals
I want to make my dreams come true
I am hyper and sweet
I pretend to be someone I’m not
I feel adventurous
I touch the future; knowing that it’s mine

for the taking
I worry about what will happen tomor-

row
I cry over death
I am hyper and sweet
I understand how to make people happy
I say put your best foot forward
I dream of peace
I try to be a better person
I hope to be happy
I am hyper and sweet

Fall
By Emma Zhang

Fall makes me think of cool weather
Cool weather makes me think of leaves
Leaves make me think of squirrels
Squirrels make me think of my friends
My Friends make me think of having fun
Having fun makes me think of being with

my family
Being with my family makes me think of

Halloween
Halloween makes me think of wonderful

costumes
Costumes make me think of pumpkins
Pumpkins make me think of trick or treat-

ing
Trick or treating makes me think of long

evening walks
Evening walks make me think of rustling

trees
Rustling trees make me think of acorns
Acorns make me think of Fall

Fall is Fantastic
By Will Thomas

Fall makes me think of leaves,
Leaves make me think of piles,
Piles make me think of jumping,
Jumping makes me think of basketball,
Basketball makes me think of tryouts,
Tryouts make me think of McLean,
McLean makes me think of where I live,
Where I live makes me think of my house,
My house makes me think of wood,
Wood makes me think of trees,
Trees make me think of green,
Green makes me think of money,
Money makes me think of jobs,
Jobs make me think of football,
Football makes me think of Fall.

I am
 By Cate Chapin

I am chatty and friendly
I wonder if there will ever be world peace
I hear my heart racing
I see myself as a vet
I want to have a second dog
I am chatty and friendly

I pretend to be strong when I am hurt or
sad

I feel myself bubbling when I am mad
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

George Ruben
Electrical & Handyman

Services
Serving No. Va. for 20 Years

703-408-0431
Licensed & Insured

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Complete Home Improvement
and Handyman

2nd Story additions to Decks
Since 1998

703-867-0119
Class A

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

Christmas Décor Installers
Call today for a free estimate

703-433-2739
or contact us on the web at

Perfectlandscapes.com

LEAF CLEAN UP & REMOVAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING PAINTING

.................................................

EXPERT
TREE REMOVAL, FIREWOOD

AT AFFORDABLE FEES

 Licensed HES Co. LLC. Insured

703-203-8853
Ask About Going Green!

Mulch, Gutter, Landscape

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

In the pantheon of things (subjects) with
which I have absolutely no knowledge (and
even less interest) are cars and more specifi-
cally – and especially, their repairs. The
head of a pin would likely provide sufficient
space for that knowledge. So when some-
thing as routinely simple as an “Oil” light
illuminates on my car’s dashboard, my
immediate reaction/assessment is “Oh…!
Now what do I do?” What little I do know
to do, reactive though it may be (as
opposed to proactive as it should be), is to
consult the owner’s manual provided by the
dealer/manufacturer. However, since there
are 352 pages in that manual, I’m not
instinctively able (even though oil begins
with the letter “o”) to seek and find the
answer to my question. That question
being, as simply as my limited knowledge
can determine is, “What kind of oil do I put
in my car’s engine?”

Knowing what information I wanted
though, did not assist me in finding it as I
flipped through the hundreds of color-
coded and headline/categorized pages/
sections, so I went to the back of the man-
ual, the glossary of terms if you will, to see if
the very specification information for which
I was looking was somehow identified. Sure
enough, it was. Oh boy, was it!

The terms are listed alphabetically so I
scanned/flipped the pages until I found the
grouping for the letter “O.” And there, to
my nearly uncontrollable joy, I found the
exact answer I was looking for. And found it
in such Kenny-level English that I thought it
worth mentioning and focusing on as fodder
for this week’s column. Reading the listings
under “Oil,” from top to bottom I read, “Oil
Changing;” “Identification Symbol;” and
then the pièce de résistance and the choice
I could not actually resist – or believe my
eyes – which enabled me to find the answer
to my oil question, was printed the follow-
ing: “What kind of oil do I put in my
engine?” Can you believe that? A manual
written just for me, and a category/answer
to my question that was so perfectly suited
to its owner’s minuscule level – and total
lack – of  knowledge, that it prevented even
a “Bozo” like me from clowning-up this
much-needed repair/replenishment. You
can’t imagine (although maybe you can) the
sheer joy and relief I experienced, when
after stressing-up the usual anxiety brought
on by these kinds of car-related conun-
drums (the appearance of an “idiot” light;
aptly named), and then holding this volumi-
nous owner’s manual in my hands as well
with a simple answer apparently not in the
offing, that I was able to, in relatively short
order, find the answer and find it so obvi-
ously stated that, my usual mental anguish
concerning this mechanical mishmash was
completely eliminated.

When I saw in the owner’s manual that
the section/page that I needed to get to was
in fact the exact question to which I was
desperately seeking a simple – and quick –
answer, I busted out laughing and said,
“Finally, a manual that I can understand.”

Simple pleasures for a simple person.
Now that’s what I’m talking about!

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Oil’s Well
That Reads
Well
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com



McLean Connection  ❖  Children’s Connection  ❖  2009 - 2010  ❖  19www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

OBITUARY
Christal Ann Sudduth, 77, of Oceanside, CA passed away on 
November 25, 2009. Mrs. Sudduth was born on July 1, 1932 in 
Los Angeles, CA. She earned a Bachelor's degree from UCLA 
in 1954 and later taught pre-school for many years. Christal 
married then-Lt. JG Roger Sudduth on June 5, 1954. They 
travelled the world together, both in the Navy and as civilians, 
with Roger retiring as a Captain in 1977.

She is survived by her loving husband of 55 years, Roger of 
Oceanside, CA; daughter, Lesley Barnard of San Diego, CA; 
son, Lawrence Sudduth of Arlington, VA; sister, Joy Denman of 
Washington D.C.; grandchildren, Devin Elliott of Ft. Myers, FL, 
Allyssa Sudduth and Robert Sudduth both of Marlborough, CT. 
She was preceded in death by a son, Darryl Sudduth, in 2001. 

A Memorial Mass was celebrated at 5:00pm, on Saturday, De-
cember 5, 2009 at Saint John Vianney Catholic Church on Bal-
boa Island, CA. The Committal will be held on Tuesday, April 
13 at 11:00am at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, VA. 
Arrangements are by Poway-Bernardo Mortuary. 

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING
➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

4 RE for Sale

Attention Investors !!

Properties For Sale

MD, VA and DC Area

Properties Go Fast

CALL TODAY 
301-534-7772

www.PillarProDeals.com

Credit Problems?

We may have a program for 
you

MD, VA and DC area

CALL TODAY 
877-830-9198

PillarProperyForSale.com

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Assaggi Osteria,LLC trading 
as Assaggi Osteria, 6641 Old 
Dominion Drive, Mclean, VA 
22101. The above establish-
ment is applying to the VIR-
GINIA DEPARTMENT OF AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL for a Wine and Beer On 
and Off Premises license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Domenico Cornac-
chia, Managing Member

ABC LICENSE
Cottage Ethiopian Restaurant, 
LLC trading as Cottage Ethio-
pian Restaurant, 3111 Colum-
bia Pike, Arlington, VA 22204. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a 
mixed beverage on premises, 
Wine and beer on and off 
premises license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic bever-
ages. Beemnet Dada, Partner

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

Nothing is too small to know, and
nothing too big to attempt.

-William Van Horne

From Page 17

Spring Hill Elementary

I touch my friend’s hearts
I worry
I cry when I hear loved ones are dead
I am chatty and friendly

I understand that everyone is special
I say all people should have the same

rights
I dream that I will be a vet
I try to be good at lacrosse
I hope for peace
I am chatty and friendly

I Am
By Simran Ahmed

I am nosy and talkative
I wonder why the police don’t want to

catch Bin Laden
I hear my name being called at my high

school graduation
I see one-hundred dollar bills falling from

the sky
I want to be accepted into an Ivy League

College
I am nosy and talkative

I pretend I am a fortune teller at parties
I feel the most expensive, silk, Armani

suits on my skin
I touch the English Premiere Soccer

League trophy

Children’s Connection 2009

I worry that Swine Flu will become more
deadly

I cry when I think of the people I have lost
I am nosy and talkative

I understand that you have to practice to
become better

I say try your best and you will have success
I dream that I score the winning basket

with three seconds left on the clock
I try to kick a soccer ball with my laces
I hope to always be athletic
I am nosy and talkative

I Am
By J. Elizabeth DeFay

I am quirky and odd
I wonder about life
I hear silence
I see Milburn, NJ
I want A+
I am quirky and odd
I pretend to be in a book
I feel happy
I touch life
I worry about grades
I cry about death
I am quirky and odd
I understand life
I say tiny people exist
I dream about Canterbury Keys
I try to get A+
I hope to live in Milburn
I am quirky and odd

Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Click on
“Photo Gallery”

Photo
Galleries
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The Needs of Our Patients Come First

• Air Abrasion Technology
• CEREC Technology: Same-day

chairside Crowns
• Invisalign

• Britesmile Whitening
• Diognodent: Laser Cavity detection system
• Vizilite Oral Cancer Screening
• Sealants

Preventative, Elective and Restorative Services for Everyone

Visit Our New Office:
3801 North Fairfax Drive, Suite 54  • Arlington, VA 22203

703-525-0157
ArlingtondentistVA.com

Across the Virginia Square Metro and offer parking validation for our patients.

We love to treat children!

OPEN
5 DAYS
A WEEK

and Sat. by Appt.

Mention This Ad and Receive
20% OFF

of your treatment with us!

Nazy Zahedi, D.D.S.
Family Dentist

Children Welcome

Txt u L8ter!
By Emily Templin

Cooper MS, 8
th

 Grade

Kids of this new “technology
generation” are leaving their
parents in the dust. They seem
as though they come right out
at birth clutching a TV remote.
Five-year-olds can work a DVD
player better than their 30 year-
old moms, and teens can text
more words per minute than
they can talk.    Kids spend more
of their time in front of screens
than ever before, and I don’t
think it’s all good.

Sure, technology can defi-
nitely be helpful at times, but
using it every second of every
day and thinking you can use it
to fix every little problem isn’t
going to help anyone.  On aver-
age, kids and teens spend four
or more hours per day in front
of the TV and at least two more
hours on the computer or play-
ing video games.  I think that is
insane and kids really need to
run around outside and just be
kids.  People only need to watch
one show per day, if anything.

And now, with websites like
Facebook and Myspace where
kids can chat and post pictures,
cyberbullying has become a
problem.  Kids are being threat-

ened or made fun of by other
kids via chat room or email.
Sometimes, adults pose as kids
and when they meet their vic-
tim in person, they harm or kid-
nap them.  Cyberbullying and
the issues it causes are defi-
nitely problems that have only
been seen in this generation.

Let’s not put aside the fact that
while these kids are sitting around
doing nothing, they are eating.
Eating and eating and eating.  One
out of every three American chil-
dren are obese or at risk of be-
coming obese.  So not only are we
sitting around all the time, but we
are eating all day too.  And when
you don’t go outside or do any-
thing active, I don’t think that’s
really going to help you.

Kids of this generation are
learning to rely on technology
for every little aspect of their
lives.  When their computer
crashes, how will they do their
homework if they can’t use spell-
check?   Basic skills like writing,
spelling, and using correct gram-
mar are being lost because no
one takes the time to stop and
just reread what they wrote. Kids
of the “technology generation”
are our future.  Do we really
want them so helpless?

10 Years
from Now…

Hanna Andrews, Longfellow Middle School, 7th grade

By Ashley Tseng

Cooper MS, 8
th

 Grade

Starting from when we were all
in Kindergarten, our teachers and
parents have asked us the simple
but complex question, “What do
you want to be when you grow
up?” Most of us kids have gone
from occupation to occupation,
changing our goals and dreams
that we want to accomplish “when
we grow up”. For me, it started with
a lawyer, then to a doctor, and now
an architect. I never know when it’s
going to hit me, but when it does it
always catches me off guard.

In 10 years, I want to be accom-
plished and with a job that I love.
I want to have graduated from a
good college, with a good future
that I’ve laid out for myself. Maybe
travel the world, move to another
country, or even go to cooking
school. It’s hard to tell what I re-
ally want in life when I still worry
about getting straight A’s on the
next report card. But there is one
thing that I’m sure of – live life to
the fullest.

While trying to focus on getting
good grades, I dread thinking of
going to high school next year and

going off to college following that.
It puts pressure over my head, my
parents constantly reminding me
how essential superior grades are
towards college applications. I try
harder as each day passes by, but
my effort doesn’t seem to be mak-
ing it through the imaginary wall
keeping me from putting a smile
on my own face when the report
card comes through the mail. I feel
as if I’ve let so many people down,
but at the same time I’m proud of

how much effort I’ve put in, even
if others are not.

And then I have to come back
to reality, “Where do I want to be
10 years from now?” I know I can’t
plan my life out perfectly, and
there’s always going to be things
that get in my way. Maybe just liv-
ing life and letting it be as it is, is
what I’ve never realized I should
do. Just like the famous saying is,
“Just go with the flow.”

If you do not
get The
McLean
Connection
delivered to
your home…

FIRST
CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIP-
TIONS
are now avail-
able for the
first time with
timely postal
carrier deliv-
ery: $30 for
six months.
Help us meet
the costs of pro-
viding first-
rate community
journalism on
newsprint to
your house-
hold.

Call 703-778-
9426 (or -9427)

or e-mail
circulation@

connectionnews
papers.com
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State Farm Insurance
IN GREAT FALLS

AUTO • HOME • LIFE
HEALTH • FINANCIAL SERVICES

731-C WALKER RD. • GREAT FALL, VA
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Office Bloomington, Illinois

Like A Good Neighbor,
State Farm Is There.®

www.gstephendulaney.com

By Gabrielle Pijaca

Cooper Middle School, 8
th
 Grade

The best gift I have ever been
given? Well, I could say a lot of
things, trampoline, IPod, laptop,
but what about the things that can
actually make you feel better when
you’re down? The best gift I have
ever received was when I got my
kittens. I was given them for my
birthday the year after my dog had
passed away from a tumor and old
age. He was my best friend at my
house and definitely one I will
never forget. I had decided that for
my family, another animal would
be good for us. It took me about
six months to finally get my par-
ents to agree that an animal would
be good. So, I was looking at dogs,
but my parents had said that kit-
tens would be a better choice for
the lifestyle of our family.

Within the next couple of days I
had found the purr-fect kittens.
They were brother and sister Do-
mestic Long hairs. One, the brother,
was a light gray with some barely
noticeable white stripes, while the
sister was a solid dark gray with
white on her stomach going up her
neck and a small bit on her face. I
knew, the moment I saw them, they
were the ones. After we had filled
out an application and after several
long interviews on the phone, we

By Alex Cochran

Cooper Middle School, 8
th
 Grade

The greatest gift that I have ever
received was when many of my
friends gave donations to I-Care I-
Cure for my bar mitzvah. I-Care I-
Cure is a charitable foundation
that is very close to my heart be-
cause it is in honor of my friend
Ian, who passed away a few years
ago from cancer. His mother cre-
ated the foundation I-Care I-Cure
in hopes of raising money so chil-
dren can receive less painful treat-
ment for cancer.  I thought of the
idea when many of my peers were
using their bar/bat-mitzvahs to
raise money for their favorite
charities. This gift was the great-
est gift I have ever received be-
cause it made feel like I was help-
ing others, which overwhelmed
me with happiness.

The donations totaled up to be
around five-thousand dollars;
enough to sponsor their next fund
raising event.  The best part of this
though was when Ian’s mother
called up to thank me and my twin
sister, Ali, for raising all of the
money.

When I first heard the idea of
donating my money instead of
keeping it I hardly even considered
the idea. I thought that since I had
my bar mitzvah, the presents
should be for me. I eventually
came around though and looked

Gifts Forever
were allowed to pick them up.
When we got to the foster moms
home, my brother was very excited
to see them, for this was his first
time to meet them. While my par-
ents were filling out the final pa-
perwork, my brother and I went to
see the kittens. I may have never
seen my brother so happy for such
a long time. He saw our new kit-
tens and their other brother and sis-
ter who were getting adopted by
another family.

On the car ride home, my
brother said to take them out of
the cage so we could meet them. I
may have never seen such relaxed
kittens. They loved to be held, but
were awfully tired from when we
had played with them before.
Miles fell asleep in my brothers
arms, and Little Bear fell asleep in
mine. The moment this happened
my brother and I knew what our
favorite cat would be. To this day,
our favorite kittens still sleep with
us. My favorite, Bear, even knows
my nightly schedule. She knows
when I am in the shower, so when
I open up the door, she is sitting
right there. Then, I start to walk
down the hall and she runs after
me and jumps on my bed.

My cats bring me so much hap-
piness; I don’t know what I would
do at home if it was not for my
cats.

Kimberly Ross, Longfellow Middle School, 7th grade

The Greatest Gift I Have Ever Received

at the positives of donating the
money. Some of them were; I don’t
need the money, it would make me
feel good, and most importantly
it would help others in need.

Although I may have left my bar
mitzvah day with less boxes or

checks, I left with a great pride
inside of doing the right thing. It
may not have been the easiest
choice or the most fun but it was
definitely the most rewarding
present I have ever received,
which makes it my favorite.
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46950 Community Plaza, # 11, under Clock Tower; Sterling, VA 20164
 703-433-0909 or 703-623-6482 • Mon.–Sat.: 10 AM to 7 PM • Sun.: 11 AM to 6 PM

PRIME TIME RUGS

At the Holiday Season
Our Thoughts Turn Gratefully to Those
Who Have Made Our Progress Possible.

It is in This Spirit We Say...

Thank You and Best Wishes for
the Holidays and a Happy New Year.

A
araj Devyansh Vij and
Dhriti Pragya Vij of
Great Falls, grade 3 at
Colvin Run Elementary,

based their paintings on the poem

Star light Star bright,
First Star you see tonight
You wish you may,
Your wish you might,
Get the wish,
You wish tonight!

Their wish is that every child out
there could have a wish come true
this Season.

Starry
Nights

Oil,
by Dhriti

Pragya Vij.

Oil, by Aaraj Devyansh Vij
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Saturday Hours Available at Regular Rates
(703) 450-9600  •  www.DavesAir.com

201 Davis Drive, Suite GG
Sterling, VA 20164

“5 other companies over 14 years could not figure out why this would not work right.
 You solved it in an hour. A big thank you” – W.B., Herndon

“Your employees are exceptional workers and gentlemen. They are extremely professional,
 knowledgeable and efficient. Loved the booties!!” –I.V., Ashburn

“I have been a customer for over 25 years and I must say all your people have been
unfailingly polite and helpful” – M.L., Sterling

Children’s Connection 2009

The Pantherbots place ninth at the state competition.

C
o

n
t
r
i
b
u
t
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d

T
he Spring Hill Technical
Pantherbots, a team of
six students, recently at-

tended the Virginia/DC First Lego
League Championship Tourna-
ment in Harrisonburg, Va. with 90
other teams from Virginia. The
Pantherbots qualified for the state
tournament after achieving sec-
ond place in the robot missions
at the regional tournament,
which took place in Chantilly, in
November. The team consisted of
David Corcoran, Thomas
Corcoran, Steven Corcoran, Will
Pivik, Brandon Arcari and Cliff
Yang. Coaching the teams in-
cluded Becky Corcoran, parent,
and Holly McGuigan from Spring
Hill Elementary.

The Pantherbots used advanced
LEGO NXT kits to build a robot
that is programmed to perform
specific, precise tasks. Over the
course of eight weeks, the team
designed, researched, built and programmed their
robot to perform missions. This year’s theme, Smart
Move, asked teams to look at their community and
discover how people, animals, information and things
travel. The Technical Pantherbots focused on bike
paths in the McLean Hunt and Hamlet area and were
lucky to meet with Supervisor John Foust (D-
Dranesville) and his Chief of Staff Jane Edmonson
and discuss the issues revolving around the local bike/

Spring Hill Elementary Students Make State Tournament

pedestrian paths. They also surveyed their local neigh-
borhoods to garner support for future bike paths and
educate the community.

At the competition, the Technical Pantherbots were
judged on their teamwork, research project presen-
tation and robot design and the performance of their
robot, which they named The Fish. The Pantherbots
placed ninth and were thrilled to be part of the state
competition.
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